October 6, 2010

Meeting was called to order by President Lew Jones.

He reported that we have $1779.41 in our account.

Old Business

Taste of Downtown: JoAnn White reported that the Taste was cancelled due to participants not returning phone calls or email. She suggested that we work with Rotary to do one of their Tastings in the shops rather than at the Majestic court yard. Also suggested that we sell refreshments at a Gallery Stroll in each store. But the refreshments would have to be something special. It will be discussed next year.

VIP Program: We discussed continuing the VIP program. It was motioned by Kim and seconded by Susie that we should have Printex make an additional 1000 tags. Lew said he would personally deliver them to the members and explain the program. 
Cookie Tin Tour: December 11th Kyrsten reported that the tins will cost $20 and will include a recipe card, ornament and a $10 gift certificate to a downtown restaurant. They will only sell 110 tickets. They have 16 shops that are participating and each shop needs to make their own cookies. They will provide bags to put two or three cookies in each. She will have a sample of the tin or the box at the next meeting.

Visitors Guide: Kyrsten said the deadline is October 15th to get your free listing in the guide. The guide will be the same for 2011 and 2012 to save printing costs. A calendar of events will be printed separately for each year. There is limited space so those purchasing an ad will get first choice for the free listing. 

Hospitality training: The Visitors Bureau will offer free training in April for information on Chillicothe and Ross County. Contact the Bureau for more info.

Christmas Open House: Nov 19-20-21 Friday 5-8pm, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-4
It was voted to have the carriages on all three days but only for three hours at $350. Kim will check with another carriage company and get back to JoAnn so she can confirm with the current company we use. Ed Kunzleman has also contracted to have the horse drawn wagon at Ivy’s at his own expense. Lew said he would contact people for sponsorship to offset the cost. It was also decided to charge $2 for adults and $1 for children. Lew said he would order more candles and cups. We believe the Serille said she would take care of distributing the luminaries. Lew has the yard signs from last year. Kyrsten said the Visitors Bureau will pay for a magnetic sign for the open house and will be responsible for putting a sandwich board at the corner in front of the Huntington Bank in November. Lew will check to see if he has the sandwich boards from last year. If not we will make some with dates that are changeable. JoAnn presented information on yard flags that we could design for the members to put out for the open house. It was motioned by JoAnn and seconded by Susie to make 24 for the Open House and 48 to sell with a Christmas scene. If these are successful, we will sell four seasonal flags during the year. Kyrsten will check with Tom at the Historical Society for downtown photos we could use. 
New Business: Teresa with the Ross County Realtors suggested that we do something similar to the flying pigs in Cincinnati. She was suggesting a life size dog for the “Dog Days of Summer”. Shops would pay for the statue, artists would decorate them and they would be auctioned for the Downtown Associates. Kyrsten suggested she check with the Design and Review Board for any restrictions. Teresa has a catalog with suggestions for statues. She will get more information on prices.
Lew said the Chamber is selling gift certificates for their members starting in November. People can purchase the gift certificates at the Chamber r and the shops can return them to the Chamber for reimbursement minus 2 ½ percent charge. 

Joe Sharp reported that there is a meeting today at 4:30 to discuss the ordinance concerning adult entertainment. Queen Lester is the committee chair. Joe explained why he voted no on the ordinance based on the wording.

JoAnn motioned to adjourn and Jeff seconded. Meeting adjourned.
