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President: Lew Jones   

Downtown Associates Inc.

Vice President: JoAnn White 

July 2010
                           
Treasurer:  Ryan Adams



Secretary: Lora Anderson
______________________________________________________________________________

Meeting called to order:   August 3, 2010 at 8:30 AM by President Lew Jones
In Attendance:   President Lew Jones, Vice President  JoAnn White, Susie Jones, Betty Fornwald, Joe Sharp, Beth Todaro, Karen Conley, Jeff Marshall, Kim Bethel, Barb Jividen, Stephanie Barnes, Serelle Laine, Bernie Evans, Cindy Davis
Guests:  Jack Everson, Theresa Hall
Treasurer’s report:  Treasurer absent.

Previous minutes:  Read for approval by Beth Todaro, motion for approval by JoAnn White, seconded by Susie Jones.
Guest Speaker:  President Lew Jones introduced Jack Everson, president of the Marketplace Merchants.  The Marketplace Merchants organized in April of 2010.  There are no dues for joining and they currently have about 38 members.  Their organization focuses on a Christian creed in business.  They meet the second and fourth Wednesday of every month at the Madison on South Paint Street at noon.  Grinders restaurant provides catered lunch for $10 per person.   During his presentation, Jack shared that their group is opposed to adult entertainment in the downtown area for both moral and business reasons.  They have written letters to the mayor and city council concerning the issue.   Jack encouraged the Downtown Associates to go forward with letters to the mayor and council voicing our opposition to adult entertainment as well.  
Old Business:  

1. Taste of Downtown.  Dakotas and Roosters have joined our list of sample vendors.  Beer Garden confirmed at the Majestic Courtyard from 5 – 7 PM for the event.  Event vendors and volunteers continue to be solicited by the Taste of Downtown Committee.  If you would like to be involved, please contact JoAnn White at the Cellar Room.
2. VIP Letters for realtor packages.  Theresa Hall confirmed that the Scioto Valley Association of Realtors will join as a member in the Downtown Associates.  The Downtown Associates will also join as a member in the Scioto Valley Association of Realtors.  Once memberships are complete, plans will go forward for distributing VIP letters and key-tags to realty office for future home closings.

3. VIP.  Barb Jividen continues to work on creating a sign-up sheet for a VIP mailing list, modeling it after the Cellar Room’s mailing list.  
4. Adult oriented business in downtown Chillicothe.  Chillicothe city council formed a special committee to address adult business/entertainment in downtown.  President Lew Jones attended the meeting and it was discussed that zoning updates to the city are in progress which will dictate where adult businesses can locate.  The special committee will be meeting again in two weeks time.  

5. Christmas Open House.  Barb Jividen will take promotional flyers to her booth at the fair.  Karen Conley is working on Story-Time at the library to be held the Saturday of open house.  Photos with Santa will be held at Jividen Photography.  Carriage Rides will return.  Serelle Laine will chair the luminaries for this year.  Last years left-over ornaments will be distributed during the Cookie Tin Tour in December.  This year’s ornament is still being decided upon.
New Business:
1. Keeping downtown clean.  Joe Sharp, Downtown Associates member and Chillicothe city councilman, urged all business and building owners in downtown to keep their sidewalks clean of weeds and trash.  This helps us all when we work together to keep the downtown attractive to visitors and local residents.  Serelle Laine asked about tree trimming in front of her business.  Joe directed her to contact Cathy Primer at the Parks and Rec. Department and/or attend the upcoming meeting of the Tree Commission.
2. Fundraising.  Theresa Hall brought up an idea for fundraising that has been successful in other communities.  Decorated art statues, such as the Cows of Chicago, have been very popular.  Businesses decide on the statue type, purchase them, and then local artists decorate them.  The statues then stay on display around town for a set period of time and are eventually auctioned.  More details will be discussed at our next meeting.
3. Cookie Tin Tour.  A new event for December coordinated by the Convention & Visitors Bureau.  Will be discussed in more detail at the September meeting.

4. Advertiser.  Stephanie Barnes reminded anyone who wants to be in the August Advertiser Downtown Page needs to get with her by the 15th.
Date of next meeting:  September 1, 2010

Meeting Adjourned at:  9:55 AM by Lew Jones

Minutes submitted for approval by:  Beth Todaro on August 26, 2010
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